Chapter XXIX
FINLAND, ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF WHAT HARD WORK
AND INTELLIGENCE CAN ACHIEVE AMID
HOSTILE NATURAL SURROUNDINGS
I HERE only remains one more country before we leave Europe.
Turkey to-day retains little of her former European possessions
except Constantinople (or Istanbul) and a small slice of the
Thracian plain and we had therefore better save our Turkey for
to-morrow. But the Finns are part of Europe, and very much so-
They used to live all over Russia, but the more numerous Slavs
pushed them northward until they reached that strip of dry land
which connects Russia with Scandinavia. There they settled down,
and there they have been ever since. The few Lapps who were
living in the forests offered no difficulties, for they moved to Lap-
land in the Scandinavian peninsula, and were content to give
European civilization a wide berth.
As for Finland, it is unlike any other country in. Europe. For
tens of thousands of years it had been covered by glaciers. These
scraped the original soil so completely away that to-day only six
per cent of the land is fit for cultivation. The moraines of the
glaciers, the stones and the dirt carried down by these slow-running
rivers of ice, had filled up the ends of a great many valleys. When
the great thaw set in, these valleys were filled with water, and that
was the origin of those endless lakes, great and small, with which
Finland is dotted. These lakes, however, should not call forth the
image of another Switzerland, for Finland is a low country and
rarely rises above a height of 500 feet The number of these lakes
is around 40,000. Together with the marshland that stretches
between them, they occupy 30% of the total area of the State.
They are entirely surrounded by those valuable forests which cover
62% or two-thirds of the total area, and which provide the greater